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For their work fi ghting for the educational rights of il-
legal immigrants, the Student Advocates for Higher Edu-
cation were presented with the Gertrude Welch Peace and 
Justice Award yesterday aft ernoon.
In a denouement to the student group’s work sup-
porting the December 2010 passage of the Development, 
Relief and Education for Alien Minors Act, the San Jose 
Peace and Justice Center bestowed the award on the club 
in front of about 50 guests in the Engineering Room 189.
“Th is isn’t just about you and your generation, but 
it’s about building a bett er country and building a bett er 
world, and you are so important in this struggle,” said the 
center’s cofounder Barby Ulmer. “We thank you so much 
and hope you realize how much we appreciate what you 
are doing.”
Club president Kimberly Martinez, a corporate fi nan-
cial management major, accepted the award. Speaking on 
behalf of the club, she said it was important for members 
to know they were making a diff erence and that their 
work was being recognized.
“It gives us confi dence and more motivation to con-
tinue working toward social justice,” she said.
Reps. Zoe Lofgren (D-San Jose) and Mike Honda (D-
Campbell) were among the featured guests at the cer-
emony, along with San Jose city councilmen Ash Kalra, 
Xavier Campos, Kansen Chu and Sam Liccardo. Lofgren 
and Honda presented the club with a resolution honoring 
its work, and praised its advocacy eff orts.
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Pitching hurls victory
Spartan’s junior pitcher Kyle Hassna won his first collegiate career start, after 
giving up only one run and two hits through seven innings on Monday against 
the Columbia Lions at Municipal Stadium. SJSU extended its winning streak to 
five games. Photo by Jesse Jones / Spartan Daily
SEE SPORTS PAGE 4
Twelve SJSU students participated in 
the fi rst round of the Student Research 
Competition last week, a statewide 
competition in which all 23 Califor-
nia State University campuses choose 
students and their research projects to 
compete in a fi nal competition in Long 
Beach, Calif.
Th e Student Research Competition 
has enabled students to showcase their 
own research and create the opportu-
nity for these students to have their 
projects funded for 26 years, according 
to a news release from the Chancellor’s 
Offi  ce.
Th ose students from SJSU presented 
research that would benefi t in diverse 
subjects such as fi refi ghter safety and 
immigration discussions.
On the fi rst day, seven student teams 
presented research projects from the 
chemistry, biology and engineering 
departments.
Th is year there were 10 individual 
projects presented from two teams.
“You are among our top student re-
searchers,” David Bruck, the associate 
dean of graduate studies and research, 
said to the presenters. “Aft er today we 
will select those we feel are polished 
enough to move on to the state competi-
tion in Long Beach.” 
Junior chemistry major Ngoc-Han 
Tran presented her research project that 
involved developing a new way to work 
with the p450 enzyme. 
Th e p450 enzyme is part of a family 
of enzymes that starts the oxidation pro-
cess of organic substances, Tran said.
Office hours 
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Academic 
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Research competition giving 
opportunity for furtherment 
of student-run experiments
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Th e SJSU Academic Senate voted to 
reduce mandatory offi  ce hours during 
its meeting on Monday.
In a 26-7-5 vote, the senate voted to 
minimize faculty offi  ce hours to two 
hours a week for students on a drop-
in basis.
Th e original offi  ce hour policy was 
set in 1968, before there were voice 
mail or email, as pointed out by faculty 
during the meeting.
Th ere has been a push from faculty 
for further examination, said Beth Von 
Till, chair of the Academic Senate.
“I appreciate that the professional 
standards committ ee spent a lot of de-
liberation on it,” she said. “Th ere has 
been a change in how students contact 
faculty, and it was sent to the council 
of chairs and directors for feedback.”
Th e main point voiced was the 
increase in electronic communica-
tion between students and faculty 
members.
“I’m on campus four days a week, 
and I like doing face-to-face commu-
nication,” said Ken Wharton, associate 
professor and senator for the college of 
sciences. “But I know colleagues who 
do advising through email and spend 
their offi  ce time alone.”
While Wharton was initially against 
the cut in hours, he said he changed 
his mind aft er hearing the debate over 
the recommendation.
He said that a lot of faculty are con-
stantly answering questions through 
electronic communication, and that 
faculty from individual departments 
will be able to increase offi  ce hours if 
needed.
Despite the majority vote, there is 
strong opposition from people who 
voted against it.
“It’s really sad that it happened,” 
said Yan Yin Choy, A.S. director of 
student rights and responsibilities. 
“Students already have a diffi  cult time, 
because offi  ce hours are on the same 
days or because there will be too many 
students signing up for appointments.”
Th ere should be some kind of out-
reach to the students aft er this change 
in policy, to explain why there is going 
to be a cut in hours, Choy said.
Stefan Frazier, a senator represent-
ing the humanities and arts, voted 
against the cut and felt that students 
will be negatively aff ected by the 
change.
“If there wasn’t a solution that sat-
isfi ed students, then the committ ee 
should have discussed it more,” said 
by Rebecca Duran
Staff Writer
SEE SENATE PAGE 2
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Student advocate group receives award for peace
Members of Student Advocates for Higher Education receive the Gertrude Welch Peace and Justice 
Award yesterday in room 189 of the engineering building. Photo by Raphael Kluzniok / Spartan Daily
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LOS ANGELES — Hospitals 
and doctors have received bil-
lions of dollars in government 
subsidies to upgrade elec-
tronic health records, but they 
have not done enough to make 
those records shareable, a top 
federal health offi  cial said.
Farzad Mostashari, national 
coordinator for health infor-
mation technology at the U.S. 
Department of Health and Hu-
man Services, said Friday in 
Los Angeles that the govern-
ment is proposing that medi-
cal providers have the capabil-
ity for exchanging patient data 
by 2014.
“Is this doable? Is this too 
aggressive? We don’t think 
patients can wait,” he told a 
meeting of employer, consum-
er and medical group repre-
sentatives. “We can’t wait fi ve 
years.”
In 2009, the federal govern-
ment began spending more 
than $27 billion to help doc-
tors and hospitals computerize 
the health care system buried 
in paper. Th e aim was to im-
prove care by giving medical 
providers in a variety of set-
tings instant access to vital pa-
tient information, and to help 
control costs by eliminating 
unnecessary and duplicative 
tests and procedures.
Some critics say that bil-
lions of dollars being spent 
on electronic records are for 
poorly designed soft ware and 
systems that in many cases 
can’t communicate with one 
another.
Th e ability to easily share 
information is crucial for 
many of the benefi ts of elec-
tronic medical records to ma-
terialize. Major companies 
such as General Electric Co. 
and Microsoft  Corp. as well 
as a host of smaller soft ware 
fi rms are all att empting to 
seize on this massive technol-
ogy investment.
Mostashari noted that sig-
nifi cant progress has been 
made in terms of doctors and 
hospitals adopting digital re-
cords and performing basic 
functions such as sending pre-
scriptions electronically.
But he said that as of 2010 
— the latest records he cited 
— only 19 percent of hospitals 
could share patient informa-
tion electronically with out-
side physicians. He said 73 
percent of primary-care doc-
tors don’t receive information 
about their patients being 
discharged from the hospital 
within two days.
Many hospitals and doc-
tors have long been unable 
or unwilling to share patient 
records outside their own 
organizations because of in-
compatible technology or for 
competitive reasons.
Th e federal government is 
working with medical groups 
and technology vendors to 
form a consensus on techno-
logical standards and policies.
Donald Crane, presi-
dent and chief executive of 
the California Association 
of Physician Groups, said 
the government must also 
proceed on reforming how 
medical providers are paid so 
that coordination of care is 
rewarded. Crane said about 
half of medical payments still 
follow a traditional fee-for-
service model that doesn’t 
encourage coordinated care 
among providers.
Mostashari said he agreed 
that payment reform must oc-
cur in conjunction with this 
digital push so doctors have 
the right fi nancial incentives.
His federal offi  ce has been 
issuing grants to community 
groups across the country to 
assist smaller medical prac-
tices with technology issues.
“Most doctors didn’t go 
to medical school to be an IT 
project manager,” he said.
Frazier, who is also a linguistics 
and language development pro-
fessor, said. “Students are most 
vulnerable.”
Th is will lead to less face 
time with faculty, even though 
there are strong opinions from 
faculty that they are good with 
appointments, said Tanmay 
Sharma, A.S. director of exter-
nal aff airs.
“Th e fi rst thing students do 
with greensheets is look up 
what the offi  ce hours are, and 
try and arrange their schedule 
around them,” he said. “Now, 
they have to email their profes-
sors and hope to set up an ap-
pointment.”
Alex Wong, a freshman gen-
eral engineering major, said 
he doesn’t know if it will per-
sonally aff ect him, but that it 
doesn’t sound good.
Wong said he doesn’t think 
that student and faculty com-
munication shouldn’t depend 
on email too much.
“It’s much bett er to hear 
something from the mouth of a 
professor because it might not 
be in the book or anything,” he 
said.
While some students under-
stand that many students don’t 
show up during offi  ce hours, 
some students like Randy Mal-
donado believe it is still hard 
to get in touch with professors 
through email or during their 
time on campus.
“Students come to cam-
pus having four to six classes, 
and it’s hard enough to man-
age going to offi  ce hours,” said 
Maldonado, a senior graphic 
design major. “When I try to 
reach professors through email, 
sometimes I don’t hear back.”
If professors are more re-
sponsive with email, then may-
be it will work out, said Nata-
lie Penchenko, a sophomore 
graphic design major.
SpartaGuide        
Events happening today
Global Startups in Sustainable Energy: Israel and 
Silicon Valley
6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Engineering Building, Room 189
Presented by Silicon Valley Center for 
Entrepreneurship
Speakers include Akiva Tor, Israeli Consulate, Dr. 
Jacques Benkoski, U.S. Venture Partners, Jason 
Wolf, Better Place (SJSU alumnus)
Walking the Labyrinth: Reflection on Spiritual 
Journeys
3 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
St. Paul’s Church (10th St. and San Salvador)
Presented by SJ Spirit
Business Plan Contest
Register online at: cob.sjsu.edu/svce
All materials are submitted electronically (except 
the semifinal presentations on May 3 and final 
presentations on May 16)
Presented by Silicon Valley Center for 
Entrepreneurship
Wednesday, March 14 
Careers in Nonprofit Workshop 
12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Student Union - Umunhum Room
Presented by Idealist.org and the SJSU 
Career Center
SpartaGuide is provided to students, staff  and faculty, free of charge. Th e deadline to 
submit is at noon, three working days prior to desired publication date. Entry forms 
are available in Spartan Daily, DBH 209. Send emails to spartandailyeditorial@
sjsumedia.com titled “SpartaGuide.” Space restrictions may require editing or exclu-
sion of submissions. Entry is not guaranteed. Entries are printed in order of which 
they are received.
Chemistry student Sarah Lee presents Infrared Spectroscopy of 
Methane and Ethane Ices:  Implications for Planetary and Astronomy 
Studies during the 2012 SJSU Student Research Competition 
Wednesday, Mar. 7, 2012. Photo by Raphael Kluzniok / Spartan Daily
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RESEARCH: One dozen 
students participate
“Th is enzyme has unique, 
synthetic potential and there 
is a high interest for it in bio-
chemistry,” Tran said during 
her presentation.
Tran has researched for 
nearly two years on how visi-
ble light activates this enzyme, 
a process that would make it 
more cost-eff ective for the bio-
tech industry. 
Tran said the current reac-
tion used costs up to $1,000 per 
gram yielded and with Tran’s 
research, and use of another 
method, this could greatly cut 
costs.
Matt hew Kihlthau partici-
pated in the competition using 
his fi nal project for his Masters 
in mechanical engineering.
“In 2009, the U.S. Fire Ad-
ministration reported 78,000 
injuries and 90 deaths,” Ki-
hlthau said. “Many of which 
could be avoided or reduced if 
an injured fi refi ghter could be 
quickly located or assisted.”
Kihlthau said he designed a 
tracking system that uses sen-
sors to help locate people that 
work in dangerous environ-
ments, such as fi refi ghters and 
soldiers.
His device is similar to a 
hand-held GPS device, but be-
cause there are certain areas 
in which they won’t always 
work, Kihlthau said his device 
instead uses sensors that de-
tect body movement without 
necessarily referencing to the 
environment.
Kihlthau said his device 
would att ach to the ankle and 
be able to monitor movement, 
or lack of movement, in order 
to help those wearing it be 
tracked.
Students that were selected 
for this competition had to 
show the work they did and 
the application of their con-
tinued research to the outside 
world.
Presentations on the second 
day were focused in areas of 
theater arts, English, history 
and sociology.
Britt any Chavez, a gradu-
ate student in theater arts, was 
the fi rst presenter and gave 
her interpretations from her 
research that focused on the 
study of Latina women that 
migrated to the United States 
while pregnant.
While the presentations 
from the day before were with 
visual aids in a computer pre-
sentation, Chavez’s presenta-
tion was in the form of spoken 
word only. 
“I started by putt ing surveys 
out, but of course these women 
are undocumented and aren’t 
going to respond,” Chavez said.
She said she already knew 
the fi rst woman she inter-
viewed and in order to fi nd 
more stories like her’s, she 
would ask around because 
she knew these women all 
supported and networked 
together.
She began and ended in 
Spanish with stories from two 
women that she interviewed, 
and in the middle of this was 
her research and understand-
ings she received from doing 
these interviews.
Part of understanding her 
research is the performance 
art that she creates out of these 
women’s stories, Chavez said.
She also likes the element of 
audience immersion into her 
performance.
“Th ere was a girl at one of 
the performances that I didn’t 
know was going to be there,” 
Chavez said. “And by the end 
she was very emotional. She 
told me her mom was one of 
those women that migrated 
and seeing that made her feel 
like she saw her mother.”
Chavez said her research is 
intended to create a dialogue 
about these kind of issues and 
experiences.
Nancy Riley of the SJSU 
Research Foundation said this 
competition has importance 
on our campus because it al-
lows for the showcasing of 
students’ talents.
“Th e research that these 
students are doing could have 
application to us in our society 
in big ways,” Riley said.
Th e deadline to submit the 
statewide entries is March 19, 
and the statewide competi-
tion in Long Beach will be held 
May 4 and 5.
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U.S. advocates digital medical data sharing
McClatchy Tribune
Wire Service
Advance in technology 
leading movement for 
shareable records
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South Korean artist brings a galactic
3D display to local downtown gallery
 Membership Fee Waived.
 Free Rewards Checking;
No minimum balance or
Direct Deposit requirement.
 Free Online and Mobile Banking
 Free, unlimited ATM use at
CO-OP network, 7-Eleven Stores
and County Federal ATM Locations.
 Free Car Buying Service/Auto Loans.
 Free Financial Education Seminars.
 Multiple Branch Locations, many
conveniently open on Saturdays!
Santa Clara County Federal Credit Union
City Centre Branch & ATM
140 E. San Fernando St., San Jose, CA 95112
(408)   
http://mobile.sccfcu.org
www.facebook.com/SCCFCU
San Jose State University
…It’s About
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For Life
Jump Start
Your Future.
Students, Faculty & Staff Are All Eligible To Join!
Show us your SJSU Student I.D. at our
City Centre Branch & receive A FREE GIFT!*
*Redeemable only at the City Centre Branch
Tom Hiddleston and Rachel Weisz in “The Deep Blue Sea.”  Photo courtesy of apnatimepass.com
Younhee Paik’s “Ascending River” shown at Staller Center for Art in 
Stony Brook, New York in 2005.  Photo courtesy of younheepaik.com
Map by Leo Postovoit / 
Spartan Daily
by Julie Tran
Staff Writer
‘The Deep Blue Sea’ concludes Cinequest Film Festival
by Rebecca Duran
Staff Writer
Rachel Weisz as Hester Collyer 
in Terence Davies’ “The Deep 
Blue Sea.” The film was the final 
feature of the 13 day Cinequest 
Film Festival in San Jose. Photo 
courtesy of apnatimepass.com
Th e Cinequest Film Festival 
wrapped up its 13 day run on 
Saturday with the showing of 
the fi lm, “Th e Deep Blue Sea” at 
the California Th eater on South 
First Street.
“Th e Deep Blue Sea” is di-
rected by British fi lmmaker Ter-
ence Davies, who made a guest 
appearance to accept the Mav-
erick Spirit Award for his fi lm.
Th e Maverick Spirit Award is 
given to actors or directors who 
have given creative power and 
innovation to the fi lmmaking 
industry.
Among the award’s past 
recipients were Kevin Spacey, 
John Waters and Spike Lee, ac-
cording to the Cinequest Film 
Festival brochure.
In a panel prior to the fi lm 
release, Davies entertained 
the crowd with his dry British 
humor in addition to his an-
ecdotes about the fi lmmaking 
process.
“Th e important thing I tell 
my actors is, ‘Don’t act,’” Da-
vies said. “I tell my actors ‘to be’ 
… it’s much harder, but more 
exciting.”
Davies also gave his thoughts 
about the art of fi lmmaking on 
a small budget since “Th e Deep 
Blue Sea” was produced in a 
short amount of time.
“With the simplest of tools, 
you can create something won-
derful,” he said.
Starring Rachel Weisz and 
Tom Hiddleston of “Th or,” the 
movie takes place in a post-
World War II London and deals 
with the struggles of love.
Th e fi lm presented itself as 
a dark drama in which Weisz’s 
character, Hester Collyer, is torn 
between a mundane marriage 
with her restrictive husband 
and Hiddleston’s character, 
Freddie Page, a former Royal 
Air Force pilot who doesn’t 
carry the same feelings as 
Hester does.
Th e Cinequest Film Festival 
also honored all of the fi lmmak-
ers who were present during the 
Festival Awards, which had art-
ists from 50 countries att ending 
the event.
Among the categories was 
“Best Documentary,” which 
went to the fi lm “Jason Becker: 
Not Dead Yet,” and “Best Dra-
ma” for “Th e Children of the 
Green Dragon.”
In a speech by Halfdan 
Hussey, co-founder and director 
of Cinequest, he described the 
audience’s experience att ending 
the fi lm festival as being “in-
spired, appreciated, connected 
and loved.”
Aft er the fi lm, an aft er party 
took place at the neighboring 
Tech Museum of Innovation 
where refreshments were ca-
tered by Restaurant O.
Beverages were also pro-
vided by Peet’s Coff ee and Tea, 
which was one of the sponsors 
of the Cinequest Film Festival.
In addition, a photo booth 
from Hewlett -Packard and a live 
disc jockey provided entertain-
ment to the guests.
For att endees, such as San 
Jose resident Matt  Coate, the 
Cinequest Film Festival was 
a way for him to get involved 
with the event and the people.
“Th is is my second year vol-
unteering here,” Coate said. “I 
like the sense of community 
when it comes to volunteering.”
Among the fi lms Coate saw 
in this year’s fi lm festival, he 
said his favorite was the docu-
mentary called “Th e Bully 
Project.”
“It talks about the problem of 
bullying in the U.S. and showed 
how bad the U.S. school system 
is with the issue,” Coate said.
Lynda Pacho, a San Jose 
resident, heard about the 
Cinequest Film Festival online 
and believed in the presence 
of a fi lm festival in the Bay 
Area.
“We’re in the middle of the 
Silicon Valley and we need to 
have a voice in the fi lm indus-
try,” Pacho said. “Th e technol-
ogy in the Silicon Valley infl u-
ences the fi lms we see today.”
“Ascending River” by Youn-
hee Paik, previewed during 
South First Fridays earlier this 
month, opened this weekend 
at the San Jose Institute of 
Contemporary Arts.
“I was asked to do the ex-
hibit,” Paik said. “Th e ICA is 
great.”
Paik was asked by execu-
tive director Cathy Kimball 
to display an exhibit aft er she 
saw one of Paik’s exhibits in 
Stony Brook, New York, sev-
eral years ago, curator Susan 
O’Malley said.
Born in Seoul, South Korea, 
Paik came to the U.S. in 1968 
and has been an active artist 
in the San Francisco area and 
on the East Coast, according to 
the exhibit information.
In a video playing at the In-
stitute, Paik talked about her 
inspiration for the exhibit and 
the process of creating it.
“I love nature going to the 
park, the beach and meditat-
ing,” she said in the video.
Her mother was in a hos-
pital for a year and could only 
look at the ceiling, Paik said.
In response to the hospi-
talization, Paik began creating 
restful environments in the 
late 1990s, she said.
In the video, Paik random-
ly splatt ered and smoothed 
paint onto canvases try-
ing to imitate the fl uid sense 
of space.
Th e exhibit contains four 
hanging canvases, painted 
with constellations and Euro-
pean church fl oor plans.
Th e fl oor is painted blue 
with litt le boats, fi shes and 
stars and is covered with 
Plexiglas.
Shades of blues and greens 
resembling the ocean are the 
common color themes giving 
the exhibit a beautiful ethereal 
atmosphere.
“Th e most striking aspect is 
the fl oor,” said San Carlos resi-
dent Raphael Cardet.
Cardet said he wished there 
were more canvases hanging 
around instead of the walls 
staying white.
“I wonder if perhaps the 
walls were black that it would 
have the same eff ect as the 
you’re looking out the window 
on an airplane.”
She said it is like looking 
through the clouds and the 
sunset, and the color scheme 
creates a very peaceful atmo-
sphere.
“I like the way it ties into 
the deep blue sea and space,” 
said San Jose resident Patrick 
Kenny. “Th ey are both un-
knowns.”
Th e exhibit is part of the In-
stitute’s “Sandbox Projects,” a 
program that allows artists to 
create ambitious works of art 
and take risks, curator Susan 
O’Malley said.
“We started it in 2007 and it 
gives the artist license to inter-
vene in the architecture of the 
space,” O’Malley said.
O’Malley said she believes 
the hanging paintings speaks 
to the mission of the pro-
gram and being able to im-
merse oneself in the exhibit is 
critical.
She said the idea of water 
plays with the perception and 
association we make with the 
work.
“Diff erent ideas emerge in 
the work and in the refl ection 
of the ceiling above,” she said. 
“It refl ects us.”
Th e exhibit will be dis-
played until May 12, according 
to the exhibit information.
endless space on the fl oor,” 
Cardet said.
Th e narrow black bed in 
the middle of the room merges 
with everything so maybe black 
walls would work, he said.
“Th e more one looks at it 
the more details they notice,” 
he said.
Hollister resident Alexis 
Perez-Santiago believes the 
name is interesting and that 
the art refl ects the universe.
“It reminds me of NASA,” 
Perez-Santiago said. “Like 
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How To
Classiﬁeds
Complete the grid so 
that every row, column 
and 3 by 3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 
inclusively.
Check back daily for 
new sudoku puzzles and 
solutions.
How to Play
Today’s Crossword Puzzle
DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim 
for products or services advertised 
below nor is there any guarantee 
implied.  The classified columns 
of the Spartan Daily consist of 
paid advertising and offers are 
not approved or verified by the 
newspaper. Certain advertisements 
in these columns may refer the 
reader to specific telephone 
numbers or addresses for additional 
information.  Classified readers 
should be reminded that, when 
making these further contacts, they 
should require complete information 
before sending money for goods 
or services.  In addition, readers 
should carefully investigate all firms 
offering employment listings or 
coupons for discount vacations or 
merchandise. 
Employment
Housing
Opportunities
Announcements 
Universal Crossword
ACROSS
  1 Heidi’s 
mountain
 4 Have a go at
  11 Bio class 
setting
  14 Boardwalk 
view
  15 Quick dance 
of old France
  16 Donned the 
feedbag
  17 Some linen
  19 Considerable 
degree
 20 Acquires
 21   Shooting 
locale
 23 “He ___ got 
a clue”
 25 “Ah, I see!”
 28 Doberman’s 
warning
 29 Ending for 
“alarm” or 
“bass”
 30 ___ and void
 32 Brought to 
court
 33 Ceremonial 
procession
 37 Stocking 
shade
 39 Corporate 
owner
 43 “How do?” in 
Honolulu
 44 Yet to hit the 
shelves
 46 Box ofﬁce 
disaster
 49 Absorbs 
(with “up”)
 51   A Bobbsey 
twin
 52 Like the 
Leaning 
Tower of Pisa
 54 It’s in the 
center of 
Jerusalem?
 55 Depleted of 
energy
 57 Like a direct 
descendant
 59 Computer 
addicts?
61  “Iron Horse” 
Gehrig
 62 Where one 
might spot a 
king
 67 It’s not an 
exact ﬁg.
 68 Obvious
 69 Pigeon’s 
sound
 70 “Time out!” 
hand signal
71   Kicks out of 
the country
 72 Chop down, 
as a tree
DOWN
  1 African 
slitherer
 2 Blooming 
necklace?
 3 Old Greek 
gymnasium
 4 Call off the 
launch
 5 It’s larger 
than a village
 6 University of 
Arizona  
location
 7 Period of 
history
 8 “___ 
Doubtﬁre” 
(Robin 
Williams 
comedy)
 9 Shopping 
center?
 10 Aptitude 
determiners
  11 “Ed Wood” 
Oscar winner 
Martin
  12  Dress code 
concern
  13 Lo’s partner
   18 Computer 
network 
acronym
 22 Defeat, 
as the 
incumbent
 23 Kind of 
pocket or 
roof
 24 “... and make 
it fast!”
 26 They conceal 
lug nuts
 27 Alternative 
bread spread
 31  Outline in 
great detail
 34 Agriculturally 
viable
 35 Costa-Sol 
connector
 36 Eve’s 
grandchild
 38 Fed. 
pamphlet 
producer
 40 “O Brother, 
Where Art 
___?” (2000 
ﬁlm)
41  Model of 
excellence
 42 Chinese 
        monetary 
unit
 45 You might 
get a bang 
out of this
 46 Baryshnikov’s 
medium
 47 Serving no 
purpose
 48 Itsy-bitsy
 50 Cup’s 
companion
 53 Recorded for 
later viewing
 55 Offshoot 
groups
 56 In favor of
 58 Give a good 
scrubbing
 60 Already in 
the mail
 63 Balm 
application 
site
 64 “And now, 
without 
further ___”
 65 Landmark 
Supreme 
Court name
 66 Wrecker’s 
service
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Spartans’ baseball squad defeats Columbia 6-1 at home
SJSU junior pitcher Kyle Has-
sna’s fi rst career start ended with 
a victory as the Spartans defeat-
ed the Columbia Lions 6-1 at 
Municipal Stadium on Monday 
night.
Aft er walking three batt ers 
and giving up a run batt ed in 
during the fi rst inning, Hassna 
fi nished the game with giving up 
just two hits and one earned run 
in seven innings.
“He looked really shaky in 
that fi rst inning,” SJSU head 
coach Sam Piraro said in a 
postgame interview. “Once he 
was able to get out of that, he 
regrouped and then got into a 
rhythm and groove and he start-
ed his confi dence up.”
SJSU junior pitcher Mike 
Aldrete then entered the game 
in the eighth inning and did not 
allow a hit during the last two 
innings.
Th is game extends SJSU’s win 
streak to fi ve games, winning 
two games in the last four days.
Th is streak is the longest 
since the opening of the 2011 
season in which the team won 
six consecutive games.
SJSU got 10 hits during the 
game, making it the second con-
secutive game where the Spar-
tans earned double digits in the 
hits column.
Th e Spartans tied the game 
in the second inning with a run 
batt ed in by SJSU senior catcher 
Michael DiRocco.
SJSU then extended the 
lead with two more runs 
batt ed in by both SJSU 
sophomore infi elder Caleb 
Natov and sophomore infi elder 
Jacob Valdez.
Valdez fi nished the game 
with three hits out of four at 
bats and one run.
“Th e confi dence carried over 
from (batt ing practice) today,” 
Valdez said in a postgame inter-
view. “I just went up there and 
tried to hit the ball hard and see 
what happens.”
Th e Spartans added another 
run batt ed in during the fourth 
inning from freshman outfi elder 
Andre Mercurio.
SJSU got its fi nal two runs 
during the seventh inning as 
Valdez sent a single through the 
middle of the infi eld to bring 
home Natov and junior outfi eld-
er Nick Schulz.
“We feel that Natov and 
Valdez have been swinging the 
bat prett y well for us,” Piraro 
said. “Driving in runs is conta-
gious.”
Columbia senior starting 
pitcher Harrison Slutsky gave 
up all six of SJSU’s runs while 
he was on the mound during his 
six-plus innings of work.
Hassna’s earned run average 
is now 3.45 aft er the game.
Aft er playing 10 games in 11 
days, SJSU will get two days off  
before the team goes on the road 
to play UC Davis on Friday in 
the fi rst of a three-game series.
Th e Spartans’ next home 
game will be on Saturday at 
Municipal Stadium against the 
Aggies.
“Davis is a real solid oppo-
nent,” Piraro said. “We know 
runs are going to be at a pre-
mium. We are going to have our 
hands full.”
Information compiled from 
SJSU Athletics.
Staff Report
Valdez records three 
RBIs during four at bats 
SJSU outfielder Tim Quiery leaps around Columbia sophomore catcher Enmanuel Cabreja to score the Spartan’s fourth run during the 
Spartans’ 6-1 win over the Lions yesterday. Quiery had two hits and one earned run. Photo by Jesse Jones / Spartan Daily
SJSU POS AB  R    H  RBI   BB   SO   PO    A  LOB 
Mercurio, A. CF  4  0  1  1  1  0  4  0  0 
Schulz, N. RF  3  2  1  0  0  0  4  1  3 
Natov, C. 3B  4  2  2  1  0  0  2  3  0 
Lopez, M. DH  4  0  1  0  0  0  0  0  1 
Valdez, J. 2B  4  1  3  3  0  0  1  0  0 
Carroll, M. 1B  4  0  0  0  0  1  8  1  3 
Quiery, T. LF  3  1  2  0  0  0  2  0  0 
Cohen, D. PH  1  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0 
DiRocco, M.  C  2  0  0  1  0  1  4  0  0 
Nelson, J.  C  0  0  0  0  0  0  1  0  0 
Acosta, R.  SS  3  0  0  0  1  0  1  1  1 
Hassna, K.  P  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  1  0 
Aldrete, M.  P  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0 
Totals  32  6  10  6  2  2  27  7  8
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SJSU needs to have 
better school spirit
SJSU does not have much 
school spirit when you walk 
around campus or att end 
games — it needs to become a 
livelier college.
Students who are from in-
side and outside of the Bay 
Area hope to come to SJSU 
seeking new cultures and en-
vironment.
I’m sure students from out-
side the Bay Area wanted to 
att end SJSU because they fi g-
ured it was a big city where a 
lot of activity and excitement 
would be.
However, SJSU lacks social 
interactions when you walk 
around campus.
As a close-by resident 
growing up, I always thought 
SJSU was going to be full of 
parties, excitement and a cool 
college to att end.
I thought SJSU and college 
in general was the time when 
people wanted to network, 
hang out outside campus or 
just get together to have fun.
It’s supposed to be a time 
full of stories and memories 
looking back.
When I att ended SJSU 
sports games, the fans were 
not that enthusiastic about the 
team, nor showed much school
spirit.
I understand our school 
program is not the best in 
most areas of sports, but col-
lege is still a once in a life-
time experience you should 
cherish.
SJSU needs to create rallies 
similar to high school to bring 
student athletes and non-stu-
dent athletes together.
I walk around campus ev-
ery day gett ing the dull feel-
ing that nothing exciting 
happens and there are no in-
teractions between students.
I thought SJSU was sup-
posed to be the type of school 
that had events going on 
and made students feel great 
about going to this university.
With San Jose having a 
population of almost a mil-
lion, according to the city’s 
website, it’s the third-most 
populous city in California, 
yet no excitement comes from 
SJSU which is located down-
town.
It’s crazy to believe that I 
have almost a year of college 
left  before I graduate and try 
to fi nd a job in the real world 
to start my life goals.
However, a litt le bit of me 
feels disappointed that I don’t 
have those great stories peo-
ple share when they were in 
college.
I blame myself for such 
high expectations because I 
was swayed by what the me-
dia showed me growing up 
so I expected college to have 
a great party like the movie 
“American Pie.”
I also blame myself for not 
interacting a lot with other 
college students sooner rather 
than later.
However, SJSU is partly to 
blame because the university 
should want to make us feel 
more welcome here and enjoy 
the experience.
I would like to see SJSU 
show more spirit whether it 
be with campus decorations, 
outside events brought to 
Staff Writer
by 
Eddie
Fernandez
campus or anything else beside 
students passing out fl yers.
If SJSU can bring the fun 
and excitement to this campus, 
then more people would att end 
games and be proud to be going 
here.
Student athletes would 
benefi t with crowds fi lling up 
the stands on game days and 
students would be actually 
interested in campus events.
When I watch games at either 
Alabama or Duke University, 
the fans are just wild about their 
school and excitement is seen 
from their faces which makes 
me jealous.
SJSU should not be a boring 
campus — students should not 
have to suff er for “x” amount of 
years while att ending, instead I 
want myself and fellow students 
to be happy about going to this 
university.
Finding a solution to our tuition
If you are reading this, then 
you are probably aware of the 
tuition increases that have tak-
en place at the CSUs the past 
few years.
No matt er how much the 
increase aff ects you person-
ally, it is a problem that is go-
ing to hurt how public higher 
education functions and which 
students will be able to remain 
in school.
Th is school year, the tuition 
is $5,472 for a full-time under-
graduate student, and $3,174 
for a part-time student, as one 
can see on MySJSU or through 
the CSU website.
Just a decade ago, the tu-
ition was $1,572 for an under-
graduate student, according to 
the CSU website.
Whether the student has 
to work, receives loans or fi -
nancial aid or has their par-
ents spend more money, it all 
means spending more money 
in a recovering economy.
Not to mention that any 
extra jobs students take 
will interfere with school 
work.
Th e state is allocating the 
same amount of money for the 
2012-2013 year as it did during 
the 1996-1997 school year, as 
represented in a graph on the 
CSU website.
For the 1996-1997 school 
year, the state allocated $1.78 
billion, when there were ap-
proximately 250,000 students, 
as seen on the graph on the 
website.
Th e state will be giving the 
same amount for the 2012-
2013 school year, even though 
there are now 90,000 more 
students in the system, accord-
ing to the release.
It is ridiculous to think that 
the government is thinking 
so litt le of higher education 
that they are giving the same 
amount of money that was 
given 15 years ago.
If the governor’s proposal 
for this low allocation is passed 
in November’s ballot, this will 
hurt CSU campuses more.
Th e 25-member Board of 
Trustees makes the core deci-
sions for the system through 
voting and they have the pow-
er to vote yes or no on a tu-
ition increase.
All the members must be 
appointed by the governor 
and only include two student 
members and one faculty 
member.
A bill proposed by Senator 
Leland Yee would double the 
number of student trustees 
to four and add at least three 
faculty members and campus 
employees.
If this bill gets passed, it 
would allow diff erent choices 
to be made when it comes to 
tuition because there will be 
more members who have the 
best interests for the school in 
mind.
Yee’s bill needs to be vot-
ed through to off er hope for 
change, something that is in 
the hands of the senate and 
people voicing their opinion at 
senate committ ees.
Luckily the board recently 
voted to cap campus presi-
dents’ salaries at no more than 
a 10 percent increase from the 
previous president’s salary, as 
stated in a news release.
Th is could mean a shift  in 
where money goes if it means 
taking only a litt le away from 
paydays and towards student 
and faculty needs.
Th ere still needs to be more 
drastic changes in what deci-
sions are made and who ben-
efi ts the most.
I encourage any student 
running for the trustee posi-
tion to voice his or her passion 
for fi xing this problem.
Current trustees also need 
to welcome Yee’s bill and pass 
it so that the foundation of the 
board can change.
Protests and walk-outs are 
also passionate expressions of 
how people feel about the tu-
ition problem.
Th ere are chances for peo-
ple to voice their opinions on 
Yee’s bill at senate meetings to 
show support of a change on 
the board.
Th is November also pres-
ents an opportunity for us to 
go and vote and state that we 
don’t approve of the fl at bud-
get proposal.
If we take these fi rst steps, 
it could be a great turn in the 
right direction for our budget 
and tuition problems for the 
future. 
Staff Writer
by 
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Hydrogen fuel cells would greatly benefit the car industry
Th e general election is cap-
turing the att ention of the na-
tion, but one prominent issue 
that has had people talking for a 
while now is gas prices.
Th e tenuous relations be-
tween the West and Iran over 
the latt er’s nuclear development 
program has brought the topic 
of rising petroleum prices back 
to the forefront in the national 
discussion.
While more knowledgeable 
people in international trade 
and economic policy can debate 
the merits of a particular plan of 
action regarding energy policy, 
I suggest that we begin to look 
forward to an alternative source 
of fuel — hydrogen fuel cells.
Th e idea of hydrogen as a vi-
able fuel source fi rst came to my 
att ention while watching the 
popular BBC television series, 
“Top Gear.”
In one of the episodes, pre-
senter James May test drove the 
Honda FCX Clarity, a car pow-
ered by a hydrogen fuel cell, 
around Los Angeles.
May brought up several sa-
lient points suggesting that con-
sumers, especially Americans, 
would be willing to adopt hy-
drogen fuel cell vehicles.
Th e most pertinent aspects 
of his argument were that hy-
drogen fueling times would be 
comparable to gasoline fueling 
times and the only emission 
from the fuel cell would be wa-
ter, according to May.
It should be noted that hy-
drogen by itself is not an energy 
source — it is instead a carrier 
for energy production in the 
form of electricity by convert-
ing hydrogen and oxygen into 
water, according to the Fuel 
Cell and Hydrogen Energy 
Association.
Hydrogen is delivered 
through fueling stations in a 
liquid and compressed form 
— the cost of the fuel is com-
parable to current gasoline 
prices, but what is not compa-
rable is that gasoline is a fi nite 
resource, while hydrogen is the 
most abundant element in the 
entire universe, according to 
May.
Compared to a batt ery, a fuel 
cell will never die out as long as 
hydrogen and oxygen continue 
to be converted through the 
fuel cell, according to the Clean 
Coal Technology Foundation of 
Texas.
Besides negotiating on where 
the next source of energy will 
be, the government has been 
looking into supporting hydro-
gen infrastructure in the near 
future, based on the information 
provided by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy’s fuel economy 
and alternative and advanced 
fuels website.
According to the depart-
ment, the case for hydrogen 
emphasizes the perceived cur-
rent diffi  culties (high fuel and 
vehicle costs, limited availabil-
ity, expensive chemical extrac-
tion and reduced onboard fuel 
storage compared to gasoline 
and diesel) and potential ben-
efi ts  (reduction of gas imports, 
increase in domestic hydrogen 
production and no pollutant 
production).
By working on lowering the 
cost of producing the fuel cells 
(which require platinum) and 
increasing the number of fuel-
ing stations, car manufacturers 
like Toyota and Honda could be-
gin selling their lines of hydro-
gen-fueled vehicles toward the 
end of this decade, according to 
a recent Bloomberg.com article.
Imagine, if you will, the U.S. 
in 10  years — with a transi-
tion to a hydrogen economy we 
could see increased local em-
ployment for people to deliver 
hydrogen-fi lled tube trailers, to 
build and maintain hydrogen 
delivery pipelines and to trans-
port liquid hydrogen tankers, 
according to the Alternative Fu-
els and Advanced Vehicles Data 
Center.
Cars like the Clarity are cur-
rently only available for lease, 
but in the near future we could 
see more of its kind cruising 
around our cities.
Staff Writer
by 
David 
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“ I encourage 
any student 
running for 
the trustee 
position to 
voice his or 
her passion 
for fixing this 
problem. ”
“If SJSU can 
bring the 
fun and 
excitement to 
this campus, 
then more 
people would 
attend games 
and be proud 
to be going 
here.”
Editorial Board
Ron Gleeson, Executive Editor
Britt any Patt erson,
Managing Editor
Jasper Rubenstein, Photo Editor
Dorian Silva, Photo Editor
Section Editors
Nick Celario, Sports Editor
Scott  Semmler, Sports Editor
Jeff rey Cianci, A&E Editor
Christina Molina, A&E Editor
Wesley Dugle, Opinion Editor
Margaret Baum, Features Editor
Leo Postovoit, Tech Editor
Production Desk
Nic Aguon, Production Editor
Daniel Herberholz, 
Production Editor
Angelisa Ross, 
Multimedia Editor
Matt  Gerring, Online Editor
Copy Desk
Chris Marian 
Cynthia Ly
Jeremy Infusino
Daniel Herberholz
Senior Staff  Writers
Ashley Finden
Francisco Rendon
Danreb Victorio
Staff  Writers
Samantha Clark
Rebecca Duran
Eddie Fernandez
Christian Gin
Alyxandra Goodwin
Ty Hargrove
Megan Mills
Julie Myhre
Gregory Nelson
Angelisa Ross
Boris Slager
Nina Tabios
Julie Tran
David Wong
Staff  Photographers
Sierra Duren
Raphael Kluzniok
Derik Irvin
Contributing Photographers
Jack Barnwell
Jesse Jones
Brian O’Malley
Nick Rivelli
Jason Reed
James Tensuan
Advertising Staff 
Amanda Fuller, Ad Director
Justin Acosta, 
Assistant Ad Director
Laura Hulberg, Creative Director
Kristine Young,
Assistant Creative Director
James Coyle
Alexander de Leon
Shanique Flynn
Luis Marquez
Russell Soffi  ott o
Sandra Tam
Hang Tran
Susan Tran
Errol Villasanta
Tiff any Yang
Advisers
Mack Lundstrom, News
Jan Shaw, News
Kim Komenich, Photo
Tim Hendrick, Advertising
Tim Burke, Production Chief
Tim Mitchell, Design
Pat Wallraven, Manager
Distribution
DaMarlynn Wright
Th omas Trump
Serving San José State University since 1934
Spartan 
Daily
www.spartandaily.com
Lett ers to the editor may be placed in 
the lett ers to the editor box in the Spartan 
Daily offi  ce in Dwight Bentel Hall, Room 
209, sent by fax to (408) 924-3282, emailed to 
spartandailyeditorial@sjsumedia.com or the 
Spartan Daily Opinion Editor, San Jose, CA 
95192-0149.
Lett ers to the editor must contain the 
author’s name, address, phone number, 
signature and major. Lett ers become proper-
ty of the Spartan Daily and may be edited for 
clarity, grammar, libel and length. Only 
lett ers of 300 words or less will be consid-
ered for publication.
Published opinions and advertisements 
do not necessarily refl ect the views of the 
Spartan Daily, the School of Journalism and 
Mass Communication or SJSU. Th e Spartan 
Daily is a public forum.
Opinion Page Policy
 SpartanDaily.com Tuesday, March 13, 20126  NEWS
War veteran grants scholarships to two students
Two students in the nurs-
ing department are the benefi -
ciaries of a prestigious schol-
arship that grants them a full 
year of tuition, as well as addi-
tional money for other student 
expenses.
Seniors Victoria Montgom-
ery and Tiff any Low applied 
for the Dorothy J. Carson Me-
morial Endowed Scholarship 
in the Spring 2011 semester, 
and were notifi ed they were 
selected shortly aft er the end 
of the semester.
“It was crazy,” Montgom-
ery said when asked about 
her initial reaction. “I couldn’t 
breathe.”
Th e scholarship qualifi ca-
tions include that applicants 
have a 3.5 GPA, show need 
for fi nancial aid and agree to 
work no more than 20 hours 
a week, according to Red Car-
son, founder of the scholar-
ship and husband to the late 
Dorothy Carson.
Th ere was also a preference 
to applicants that had famil-
ial ties to the military, Carson 
said.
“Military is so important in 
my life,” he said. “I wanted to 
continue the scholarship with 
scholastic and military back-
grounds.”
Carson said the idea of the 
$15,000 scholarships came to 
him in a vision and was estab-
lished in memory of his wife 
and her nursing career.
“I was awakened from a 
deep sleep,” he said. “And a 
vision came to me with the 
knowledge that I should look 
into initiating a scholarship 
fund to the San Jose State 
nursing department.”
He then contacted his fi -
nancial adviser who brought 
him into contact with the 
Tower Foundation department 
and Dr. Jayne Cohen, director 
of the nursing department.
“He feels so committ ed to 
her and the nursing career that 
she had,” Cohen said. “Th at’s 
why he chose to connect with 
us even though she didn’t go 
to nursing school here.”
Carson said Dorothy served 
as a nurse and military offi  cer 
in Iceland, England, France 
and Germany during World 
War II, and that she was actu-
ally on the beach in Norman-
dy on D-Day tending to the 
wounded and casualties.
A few years aft er they came 
back from overseas the couple 
moved to San Jose, where 
Dorothy served 26 years as 
the nightwatch supervisor at 
San Jose Hospital, Red Carson 
said.
“Nursing and being a nurse 
meant so much to my wife,” he 
said. “Th at was her outlook on 
life, her passion.”
While the scholarship was 
created in her honor, Carson 
said he hopes to “upgrade the 
nursing profession.”
“I am passionate in the fact 
that I want to upgrade the 
nursing profession as much 
as I can to make a person of 
outstanding qualities that my 
wife would approve of,” he 
said. “A person that could take 
care of other people that need-
ed help medically. I fashioned 
my desires and my needs aft er 
what I had for the bulk of my 
life  — my wife.”
Sue Reed, Carson’s niece, 
said they were looking for 
qualities that mirrored those 
of Dorothy — “Kindness, com-
passion, att ention to detail 
(and) seriousness about the 
profession.”
“It was all in how they pre-
sented themselves,” Reed said. 
“How they related to us and 
what they envisioned for their 
future. I think that was really 
more about what it was, about 
who we felt would repre-
sent my aunt the best in their 
future.”
Montgomery said that be-
ing chosen for this scholarship 
has not only relieved a lot of 
stress, but it also has given her 
a new perspective on her ca-
reer as a nurse.
“Now I feel like everything 
I do in my career is in her hon-
or,” she said. “It’s like I have 
this pathway to follow that’s 
really prestigious so I just feel 
so honored to have someone 
put that in front of me and 
say, ‘I am giving you the op-
portunity to walk this path, to 
be like this woman who was 
amazing.’”
Cohen said that the nurs-
ing program is “rigorous” and 
scholarships like Carson’s are 
a big help to students in the 
department.
“Th ere’s many more stress-
es on students today,” she said. 
“Th ey mainly want to turn out 
nurses that were excellent and 
also to ease their burden.”
Cohen said Carson not 
only donates monetarily to 
the nursing school, but he also 
donates his time and experi-
ence as a medic by speaking 
in classes and lett ing students 
practice on him.
“He came in earlier in the 
semester and he let the stu-
dents take his blood pressure, 
take history from him and to 
practice on him,” she said. “He 
really enjoyed it. It makes him 
feel valuable and important 
and he is.”
Montgomery and Low are 
also in regular contact with 
the Carson.
Carson said he has taken 
them out to dinner each se-
mester and checks on them 
regularly to see how school is 
going.
“It’s really great to have 
someone else in your life that 
wants you to do well, and is 
proud of you when you do 
well,” Montgomery said.
Carson looks forward to 
picking an additional two stu-
dents to grant the scholarship 
to in the upcoming semesters, 
but ultimately looks forward 
to when Montgomery and 
Low fi nish school.
“I live for the day that 
I can participate in their 
graduation,” he said.
Red Carson holds a photograph of his wife, Dorothy Jean Carson, who 
passed away on May 9, 2010. Carson funds two full ride scholarships for 
students in the SJSU nursing program in honor of his wife, who was an 
army nurse during WWII. Photo by Sierra Duren / Spartan Daily
by Nina Tabios
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Lines of mines planted by Syrian military along border
ON THE TURKISH-SYRIAN BORDER 
— Th e Syrian military in the past month 
planted a band of anti-personnel mines along 
stretches of the border with Turkey, where 
last year more than 10,000 Syrian refugees 
fl ed the Assad regime’s crackdown on the 
“Arab Spring” uprising, Syrian witnesses 
said.
Aft er a family of fi ve was reportedly in-
jured severely in a new minefi eld last month, 
Syrian civilians, operating with primitive 
means — an ax, a rope and the guidance of 
a volunteer who had mine-clearing training 
in military service — unearthed hundreds of 
those mines and reopened the way to safety, 
volunteers said.
Th e mines were Russian made PMN-
2 pressure mines. Th ey consist of a green 
plastic casing and a black cruciform-like 
pressure plate, which detonates the charge 
inside. Th ey were laid about a foot apart in 
two bands that were set about two feet apart, 
just three or four yards from the fence that 
marks the border with Turkey, according to 
the volunteer who directed the mine-clearing 
operation.
Tall and slight of frame, the volunteer, 
28, who called himself Rajol al Hadidi, (“Iron 
Man”), left  Syria one week ago carrying more 
than a dozen mines. He crossed into Turkey 
to seek the advice of military defectors in 
the Free Syrian Army on how to defuse the 
mines.
“I know 10 sorts of mines — anti-person-
nel mines and anti-tank mines, but not this 
one,” he said. “We didn’t know what explo-
sive material was contained in it, but we 
thought it would create a crater of 3 or 4 me-
ters,” he said.
But they were not able to advise him. In 
a meeting about a half mile from the Syrian 
border, Hadidi allowed a McClatchy reporter 
to photograph one mine — still fused — that 
he had removed from the new minefi eld.
Some mine experts consulted by Mc-
Clatchy said there is no way to defuse 
the PMN-2 other than to detonate it with 
a small explosive charge. British expert 
Andy Smith said the PMN-2 is one of the 
most common mines in the world, cost-
ing as litt le as $10 each.
Smith said PMN-2s usually maim and 
dismember, but rarely kill unless victims 
cannot get to medical facilities within 
hours. He said Syria most likely has a 
stockpile opf the mines, provided by 
Russia or the former Soviet Union.  Turk-
ish mine experts said the Soviet-built 
mines have never been in the Turkish 
inventory.
Hadidi said he removed the fi rst mine, 
using a technique he had learned in the 
military — placing the blade of an ax in 
front of the mine, att aching a 70-foot 
rope, and tugging at the ax to ease the 
mine out of the ground. When he saw 
that moving the mine did not detonate it, 
he trained four other civilian volunteers 
in mine removal, and together they lift ed 
an estimated 300 mines, he said.
Th e Syrian military had planted the 
mines in early to mid-February in ol-
ive groves for more than a mile along 
the border near Jisr al Shughur, Hadidi 
said. It was through this area that at least 
10,000 residents of the town fl ed to Tur-
key last year, fearing an all-out onslaught 
by the government of President Bashar al 
Assad.
Mines were also planted about 12 
miles to the north, in Guvecci, accord-
ing to Syrian army defector Tamar Fizo, 
who witnessed the mine-laying. Th is was 
a secondary crossing point for refugees 
fl eeing Assad’s Syria into Turkey, but is 
no more.
“We saw soldiers gett ing off  trucks or 
armored cars and planting mines 20 me-
ters (70 feet) from the border,” he said. 
Th e night aft er the minefi eld was laid, 
a wild boar detonated one and died, he 
said.
In 1980, Hafez al Assad, father of the 
current president, targeted Jisr al Shu-
ghur for a devastating crackdown to 
demonstrate that that the secular Baath 
party, which has ruled Syria for decades, 
would not tolerate a political role for 
the Muslim Brotherhood. . (He made a 
similar and much bett er-known assault 
in 1982 against the city of Hama.) Th at’s 
according to Ghawzan Issa, one of the 
elected representatives of the Jisr dias-
pora now housed in Turkish government 
refugee camps.
Syria and Turkey mined their common 
border during the Cold War, but starting 
several years ago both began to remove 
mines as part of a drive by Turkey to im-
prove relations with its neighbors. Th ere 
were reports in November of the Syrian 
army laying mines along the Turkish and 
Lebanese borders, and injuries have been 
reported among refugees fl eeing to Leba-
non.
Several months ago, the Associated 
Press quoted an unidentifi ed Syrian offi  -
cial as saying the aim of the mines being 
laid then was to prevent armed insur-
gents from crossing into Syria.
Mustafa Haid, a Syrian anti-govern-
ment activist familiar with the mining
issue, said the mines were intended to 
prevent refugees from escaping. Th e 
drive to fl ee Syria has taken on new dra-
ma aft er the military’s destruction last 
week of a section of Homs, where armed 
insurgents had taken control, and a new 
drive against villages near Jebel Al Za-
wieh, in the vicinity of Idlib, in northern 
Syria, which began on Saturday.
In Guvecci and many other towns 
along the border, bombing of the vil-
lages around Idlib could be heard from 
about midnight until 10 a.m. Sunday 
morning, Fizo and other villagers said. 
“This was clearly done in advance of 
the Idlib operation in order to try and 
prevent Syrians from fleeing to Turkey,” 
Haid said.
Although 235 Syrians escaped into 
Turkey Thursday night and early Fri-
day, relatively few managed to cross the 
border Friday or Saturday night, anti-
government activists said.
Hadidi said that the military informed 
those residents of Jisr who hadn’t al-
ready fled that if they needed to go to 
the border area to tend their fields, they 
should approach the military first. He 
said it was the report of severe injuries 
to a family of five, from the village of 
Salma, near Latakia, about two weeks 
ago, that led him to volunteer to remove 
the mines. They died trying to cross 
near the village of Al Hamboushieh, 
near Bdaama, according to locals.
“You could see the disturbed earth. 
They were somewhat exposed,” Hadidi 
said.
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“This was clearly done in 
advance of the Idlib 
operation in order to try 
and prevent Syrians from 
fleeing to Turkey. ”
Russian-made PMN-2 anti-personnel mine unearthed by Syrian vol-
unteers along the Syrian-Turkish border in late February. 
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